Biography of Extraordinary Ordination candidate Annie Britton:

My early years with my family were in California and Florida. My family moved to Massachusetts in 1964 where I graduated from Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School and then began college two blocks from home at Bridgewater State College where I earned a degree in Communication Arts and Sciences with a concentration in theatre and graduated with honors.  Diverse employment during the following years gave me a deep appreciation for working people in this country and enabled me to spend my evenings directing Community Theatre and High School Theatre.  With expanding musical skills and repertoire, I worked with many churches, coordinating music programs, and directing church plays. My turning point in life came when I began directing a yearly tour of Godspell. Theology began to take a more prominent place in my life as I considered how to present the gospel as well as live an authentic Christianity, through Godspell and through life. Throughout this long journey, I have been blessed to have been accompanied by people who have affirmed me, challenged my assumptions, shared wisdom, and guided me to new ways of seeing and being in my relationship to God and humanity.


About three years ago, my partner Terry and I were married.  All the puzzle pieces of my life came together.  In the process of wondering who I was and finding myself, I learned so much about God and, in the end, felt a call to ministry. I wondered—why me, Lord? And if the still, small, yet ever constant, voice of God had not been enough to convince me, then my three years of appointment to a wonderful local church set the call firmly in my heart. 

But it was not to be in the denomination where I was serving, the United Methodist Church.  I was excluded from ordained ministry based solely upon the fact that I am legally married in Massachusetts to a wonderful and grace-filled woman. 

The day of my ordination through the visionary, Church Within A Church, marks a day of inclusion; a day in which a gathering of the people of God stands for equality, for fairness, and for the inclusive love, and call, of God. Equality, fairness, and love are not extraordinary; they are the ordinary marks of the peaceable realm of God. Through this extraordinary ordination, I hope to continue to live into the ordinary, blessed by and accountable to God and community. I leave this place and event to return to doctoral studies in Practical Theology and Spirituality at Boston University School of Theology, and to ministry opportunities in Providence, RI and New England.

