Biography of Extraordinary Ordination candidate Jenna Zirbel:

My journey in life began in 1955 in Tomahawk, Wisconsin and we soon moved to Detroit Lakes, Minnesota where I grew up and learned about ecumenism through my parents who were active in their respective churches. My mother being Catholic and my father Lutheran, we lived the Reformation daily. 

I earned bachelor and master degrees from Mankato State University and worked for 10 years as a Speech/Language Pathologist. When I married, we worshiped for a time in a Mennonite congregation and later became United Methodist when we moved to Des Moines, Iowa. I spent several years as a stay-at-home mother, complete with becoming a leader in the PTA and worked as a grassroots organizer with AMOS - a faith-based community organizing movement.

My journey toward ordained ministry began with the support of my Covenant Group at Grace United Methodist Church in Des Moines, and from there being set apart as a candidate for ordination in 1999. I earned a Master in Theological Studies degree in 2003 and a Master of Divinity in 2004, both from Methodist Theological School in Ohio, after being accepted to do a one year internship with the British Methodist Church serving in a 14-church circuit north of London, England. 

In 2004, I was appointed to a 5-point charge, followed by other positions in rural Iowa. In 2007 I was unanimously recommended for ordination by my interview committee, but by June the official stance of the Iowa Annual Conference was that they could not hear my call nor could they understand my full support of gay rights and my commitment to all marginalized people. God’s call to ordained ministry, recognized by Grace and nurtured within the United Methodist system, was turned away by the United Methodist Church. 

When I heard about the ordination process through Church Within A Church movement, I took action.  My call had not changed and my belief in inclusion was grounded in my biblical faith, so I knew God would lead the way.  As a married, straight woman with two children, I believe that through baptism we become sisters and brothers, regardless of whether we are straight or gay.  So whether it relates to ordination or marriage, we are equally gifted to hear God’s call on our hearts and churches must be free to celebrate and bless covenants that are fairly and equally considered. 

Currently I am employed by the AIDS Council of Northeastern New York as a Case Management Technician where at times I walk with the “homeless,” those hurt most deeply by the violence that comes from the extreme disparity in which the underemployed/unemployed must live.  I work with people who suffer in poverty with the shame of a stigma that society and the church has projected onto them, and I work with those who have resources to remember how to love other as self. 

Today, through extraordinary ordination in the CWAC movement, God’s call on my life to ordained ministry will be honored and again turned toward word and service, sacrament and order in a Methodist tradition.
